Where  Duty  Leads 


FELLOW  SOLDIERS 

Six  weeks  ago,  when  the  call  came  to  Arms,  inspired  by  that  love  of  freedom  from  tyranny 
dominant  in  the  British  race ;  actuated  by  the  knowledge  that,  under  British  Constitutional  Res- 
ponsibile  Government,  you  enjoyed  the  utmost  of  human  liberty,  you  loyally  and  promptly  res¬ 
ponded  in  overwhelming  numbers  to  that  call. 

Twenty-two  thousand  men  were  accepted  by  the  Motherland.  ITloday  upwards  of  thirty- 
three  thousand  are  en  route  to  do  duty  on  the  historic  fields  of  Prance,  Belgium,  and  Germany 
for  tlie  preservation  of  the  British  lElmpire  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  humanity. 

Bust  of  power;  the  subjugation  of  inoffensive  and  law  abiding  neighbors;  autocratic  ag¬ 
grandizement,  have  caused  this  war.  In  its  cause  the  Allies  are  guiltless. 

Belgium  and  Holland  have  long  excited  Prussian  ambition  for  ownership.  Austria  has  de¬ 
sired  extension  towards  the  Euxine  and  Aegean  seas — Insane  lust  of  conquest  bringing  ruin,  ra¬ 
pine  and  misery  in  the  train. 

It  has  long  been  predicted  that  when  the  Kiel  Canal  would  be  completed,  Germany  would 
begin  the  long  dreaded  war.  The  Kiel  Canal  was  completed  early  in  July.  War  was  begun  before 
the  end  of  that  month.  Germany  was  found  absolutely  ready  and  waiting.  Great  Britain,  Bel¬ 
gium  and  France  were  unprepared.  Three  weeks  elapsed  before  the  regular  armies  of  the  latter 
countries  could  take  the  field. 

Soldiers  f  The  world  regards  you  as  a  marvel.  Within  six  weeks  you  were  at  your  homes, 
peaceful  Canadian  citizens.  Since  then  your  training  camp  has  been  secured;  three  and  a  half 
miles  of  rifle  ranges — twice  as  long  as  any  other  in  the  world — were  constructed;  fences  were 
removed;  water  of  the  purest  quality  was  laid  in  miles  of  pipes;  drainage  was  perfected;  elec¬ 
tric  light  was  installed ;  crops  were  harvested ;  roads  and  bridges  were  built ;  Ordnance  and  Army 
Service  Corps  buildings  were  erected;  railway  sidings  were  laid  down;  woods  were  cleared;  sani¬ 
tation  was  perfected  so  that  illness  was  practically  unknown,  and  thirty-three  thousand  men  were 
assembled  from  points  some  of  them  upwards  of  four  thousand  miles  apart.  You  have  been  per¬ 
fected  in  rifle  shooting  and  today  are  as  fine  a  body — Officers  and  Men — as  ever  faced  a  foe.  The 
same  spirit  as  accomplished  that  great  work  is  what  you  will  display  on  the  war  fields  of  Europe. 
There  will  be  no  faltering,  no  temporizing — The  work  must  be  done.  The  task  before  us  six 
weeks  ago  seemed  Herculean — but  it  has  been  successfully  'accomplished.  So  following  the  same 
indomitable  spirit,  you  will  triumph  over  the  common  enemy  of  humanity. 

That  you  will  render  a  splendid  account  of  yourselves  for  King  and  Country  is  certain. 
You  come  of  the  right  breed — English,  Scotch,  Irish,  French,  Welch,  German  and  American — 
your  courage  and  steadfastness  are  proverbial.  In  South  Africa,  your  presence  was  a  guarantee 
of  success.  So  in  this  most  righteous  struggle  on  the  part  of  Britain.  When  side  by  side  with 
soldiers  from  the  Motherland  stand  the  freemen  from  the  Dominions  beyond  the  seas ;  when  Aus¬ 
tralians,  New  Zealanders,  South  Africans,  Hindu,  Newfoundlanders  and  Canadians  tread  the 
soil  of  Europe,  then  will  the  Prussian  autocracy  realize  the  gigantic  power  of  liberty. 

And  amid  it  all  you  will  never  forget  that  you  war  not  on  the  innocent  and  lovely  people 
of  Gernmny.  Your  aim  is  the  overthrow  of  tyranny  and  aggrandizement. 

Every  man  among  you  is  a  free  will  volunteer.  Not  one  has  been  invited.  No  more  typical 
army  of  free  men  ever  marched  to  meet  an  enemy. 

Soldiers  ?  Behind  you  are  loved  ones,  home,  country,  with  all  the  traditions  of  Liberty,  and 
loyalty;  love  of  King  and  constitution.  You  bid  adieu  to  those  near  and  dear  to  you.  You  sing: 

I  go  then  sweet  lass  to  win  honour  and  fame, 

And  if  I  should  chance  to  come  gloriously  hame 
I’ll  bring  a  heart  to  thee  with  love  running  o’er 

And  then  I’ll  leave  thee  and  the  Homeland  no  more. 

That  you  will  so  bear  yourselves,  individually  and  collectively  wherever  duty  may  call  you, 
as  to  win  the  respect  of  the  foe  in  the  field ;  the  admiration  and  regard  of  the  good  citizens  of 
all  lands  in  which  your  lot  may  be  cast;  and  the  love  and  regard  of  those  near  and  dear  at  borne, 
is  the  conviction  of  all  Canadians. 

And  when  with  years  and  honour  crowned, 

You  sit  some  homeward  hearth  around 
And  hear  no  more  the  stirring  sound 
That  spoke  the  trumpet’s  warning 
You’ll  sing  and  give  one  Hip  Hurrah 
And  pledge  the  memory  of  the  day 
When  to  do  and  dare  you  all  were  there 
And  met  the  foe  in  the  morning. 

Some  may  not  return — And  pray  God  they  be  few — For  such,  not  only  will  their  memory 
ever  be  cherished  by  loved  ones  near  and  dear,  and  by  a  grateful  country;  but  throughout  the 
ages  freemen  of  all  lands  will  revere  and  honour  the  heroes  who  sacrificed  themselves  in  preserv¬ 
ing  unimpaired  the  Priceless  Gem  of  Liberty.  But  the  soldier  going  down  in  the  cause  of  freedom 
never  dies — Immortality  is  his.  What  recks  he  whether  his  resting  place  may  be  bedecked  with 
the  golden  lilies  of  France  or  amid  the  vine  clad  hills  of  the  Rhine.  The  principles  for  which 
you  strive  are  Eternal. 

May  success  ever  attend  you,  and  when  you  return  rest  assured  a  crowning  triumph  will 
await  you. 

SAM.  HUGHES. 

Colonel, 

Minister  of  Militia  and  Defence  for  Canada. 
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